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her surprise at once felt as if at home in it. The
furniture and surroundings all seemed strangely
familiar, and the outlook from the window pre-
sented a lane, bounded by a wall, on which " May
1691" was inscribed. The long-forgotten dreams
at Islington were recalled. No explanation of
this curious occurrence had ever been suggested.
" If this was accidental coincidence," I was asked,
" can we say of any coincidence that it must be
the issue of design?"

The vale of Ongar is associated with a name
more known to the world than that of the medi-
tative recluse at Stanford Rivers. John Locke
spent the last fourteen years of his life at Gates,
five miles from the home of the Taylors, in the
parish of High Laver. Gates was then the seat
of Sir Francis Masham, whose wife was a daughter
of Ralph Cudworth. When Locke was living in
"Mrs Smithsby's apartments, in Dorset Court,"
after his return from Holland in 1689, "by some
considerably long visits to Gates/' as Lady Masham
records, "he made trial of the air of this place,
and he thought that none would be more suitable
for him. His company could not but be very
desirable for us; but to make him easy in living
with us, it was necessary he should do so ondvertised "to let."    On entering it, the lady tos  on Civil Govern-
